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MENU OF METHODS OF PAR AND PRA 
 
 

Method 

 

Explanation 

Secondary Sources Files, reports, maps, aerial photographs, 
articles, and books 

Do-it-yourself Performing village tasks 

Key informants Searching "experts" among the 
concerned people 

Semi-structured interviews Open-ended interview based on a mental 
or written check-list 

Groups of various kinds Casual, specialist/focus, community/ 
neighbourhood incl. group interviews 
and activities 

They do it Concerned people do transects, observe, 
interview others, analyse data, and 
present the results 

Participatory mapping and 
modelling 

Social, demographic, health, natural 
resources, income structure, etc. 
maps using ground, floor or paper; 
construct three-dimensional models 

Participatory analysis of aerial 
photographs 

To identify soil type, land conditions, land 
tenure, etc. 

Transect walks, walkovers Systematically walking with key 
informants through an area while 
observing, discussing, listening, etc. 
in order to map the findings 

Time lines 

Daily time use analysis 

Visualised chronologies of events in a 
certain area, institution, etc. with 
approximate dates 
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Method 

 

Explanation 

Trend analysis Discussing and visualising changes in 
order to detect causes of changes 
and trends 

Ethno biographies Local histories of a person, a crop, an 
animal, a tree, etc. 

Seasonal diagramming By major season or by months to show 
days, distribution of rain, types of 
sicknesses, migration, village wealth, 
peaks of commands, etc. 

Participatory diagramming ... of flows, causality, quantity, rankings, 
scorings, etc. based on the 
assessment of the concerned people 
(bar diagrams, Venn diagrams, pie 
charts) 

Well-being or wealth ranking Identifying clusters of households 
according to wealth 

Scoring and ranking Problem identification followed by dot 
methods leading to prioritisation 

Estimates and quantification Using local measures, judgements and 
materials (stones, fruits, etc.) as 
counters combined with participatory 
maps or models 

Key local indicators Identify indicators of progress based on 
local perception 

Stories, portraits and case 
studies 

... such as an enterprise history and 
profile coping with a crisis 

Participatory planning, 
budgeting and monitoring 

... in which users groups' members 
prepare their own plans, budgets and 
schedules, and monitor progress 

Brainstorming Different types of brainstorming to 
enhance creativity in problem solution

 


